G State of Washington
wm Board of Industrial

W Insurance Appeals

Board Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2026

Call to Order: The meeting convened at 9 a.m. with the following present:

Holly Kessler, Chair

Isabel A. M. Cole, Member

Bob Battles, Member

Anita Booker-Hay, Chief Industrial Appeals Judge
Bob Liston, Chief Administrative Officer

Christy Sterling, Human Resources Manager
Brian Watkins, Chief Legal Officer

Jay Raish, Confidential Secretary

Guest: Brenda Bono
Changes to Agenda: None.

Approval of Minutes: The February 3, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes were
approved.

Recognition/Excellence Awards: We discussed the importance of ongoing
recognition. Anita will remind staff about our Recognition Log. This matter is
TICKED to the July 14, 2026 Board Meeting.

Stakeholder Meeting Agenda: We reviewed the agenda.

Juneteenth Event: Bob B. reported the Diversity Committee wants to hold a
potluck for Juneteenth. It was approved but, per the Governor's directive,
travel will not be reimbursed.

Management Update: Anita reported on LA2 and LA3 recruitments, regional
meetings, BAMS 201 training sessions, and Jake Phillips's last day is February
27. Brian reported on a bill that would reclassify OAH judges as judicial
officers, and there will be a floor motion to amend the bill to add our IAJs. We
discussed voluntary dismissal orders and agreed it is not a requirement to list
the name of the person who moved for dismissal; it is okay to use just the party
role, but judges are free to add more if they wish.

Public Comment: Brenda commented she couldn't tell whether the Staff
Update agenda item for the Stakeholder Meeting included introducing Wendi;
with the CLE diversity requirement, could it be folded into the Juneteenth
event; the judges' union appreciated the work around the legislation; judges
are experiencing a lot of frustration with communication, the who, where
addresses, phone numbers, and names of individuals to be contacted for
mediation and scheduling conferences, it is perceived as wasted time and
energy, resulting in a requirement for additional events; for Anita talking to
claimants' bar, changes in scheduling unit might give them context.



Adjournment: There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was
adjourned at 10:31 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/

Jay Raish,
Confidential Secretary



