G State of Washington
wm Board of Industrial

W Insurance Appeals

Board Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2026

Call to Order: The meeting convened at 9 a.m. with the following present:

Holly Kessler, Chair

Isabel A. M. Cole, Member

Bob Battles, Member

Anita Booker-Hay, Chief Industrial Appeals Judge
Bob Liston, Chief Administrative Officer

Wendi Gunther, Chief Administrative Officer
Christy Sterling, Human Resources Manager
Brian Watkins, Chief Legal Officer

Jay Raish, Confidential Secretary

Guests: Sara Dannen and Cindy Blocher
Changes to Agenda: None.

Approval of Minutes: The February 10, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes were
approved.

IAIABC: Anita will discuss with Knowrasa who will present at the September
convention on behalf of the BIIA.

Hiring Exceptions: It was approved to hire IAJ3s to fill behind Reed Speir,
Jacob Phillips, and a IAJ3 position that will be vacated due to promotion.

Management Update: Anita reported the run-change survey closed Friday,
and run change pulled Imad from some regular duties, so he is now assigning
judges from the week of the run change. Bob reported on the Olympia
downsize, and Stu Olson will complete his BAMS project management position
this month. Brian reported on legislation.

Public Comment: Cindy said there has been some confusion with judge
training because training materials are updated but not the manuals; did the
run change survey go to staff or just judges; some MEXMs got changed in the
run change and I wasn't notified; in BAMS almost every job takes longer and I
can’t understand why, we told Delaney what we need and they said they could
do it. Sara suggested we could check with the IAIABC, they might have
funding for the co-chair's travel.



CAO Expectations: Wendi and the Board Members discussed her PDP.

Adjournment: There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was

adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/

Jay Raish,
Confidential Secretary



