
 

      

 
 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 
March 31, 2026 

 
Call to Order: The meeting convened at 9 a.m. with the following present: 

Holly Kessler, Chair 

Isabel A. M. Cole, Member  
Bob Battles, Member 
Wendi Gunther, Chief Administrative Officer 

Christy Sterling, Human Resources Manager 
Brian Watkins, Chief Legal Officer 

Jay Raish, Confidential Secretary 

Excused absence: Anita Booker-Hay, Chief Industrial Appeals Judge 

Guests: Kayla Baroch and Brenda Bono 

Changes to Agenda: None. 

Approval of Minutes: The March 24, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes were 

approved. 

4/21 Succession Planning Training and 4/21 Board Meeting: Succession 
Planning Training starts at 9; therefore the April 21 Board Meeting is canceled. 

WMS Committee: State HR requires each agency to have a committee.  It was 
approved for Wendi Gunther to replace Bob Liston on the committee. 

Management Update: Christy reported we are working on the Position 

Description Form so that we can recruit to fill behind Lorie Cissell.  Wendi 
reported on the Renton office front-door access; we met with our new budget 

analyst; the preliminary start date for Olympia construction is April 6 and it 
should take about six weeks; generator service is April 3; BAMS questions are 
going to I.T. and it is going well; laptop deployment is ongoing; we refreshed 

monitors in Lakewood; and we are starting a cleanup campaign in Olympia 
because we have equipment in different places.  Brian reported on an attorney 

selected for our reasonable accommodation case. 

Public Comment: Brenda asked if anyone was making a Dispute Resolution 
report in Anita's absence?  She got feedback and confusion about the regional 

meetings.  Holly reviewed Anita's email from March 30 listing the in-person 
options and the hybrid option on May 8. 

Executive Session: We entered Executive Session at 9:30 for 15 minutes to 

discuss Performance of a Public Employee.  We came out of Executive Session 
at 9:45 a.m.  No actions were voted on. 

  



 
 

Meet New LA3: Welcome to Kayla Baroch. 

Adjournment: There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was 

adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 
       /s/ 
 

       Jay Raish, 
       Confidential Secretary 


