G State of Washington
wm Board of Industrial

W Insurance Appeals

Board Meeting Minutes
May 26, 2026

Call to Order: The meeting convened at 9 a.m. with the following present:

Holly Kessler, Chair

Isabel A. M. Cole, Member

Bob Battles, Member

Anita Booker-Hay, Chief Industrial Appeals Judge
Wendi Gunther, Chief Administrative Officer
Christy Sterling, Human Resources Manager
Brian Watkins, Chief Legal Officer

Jay Raish, Confidential Secretary

Guest: Brenda Bono
Changes to Agenda: Add Hiring Exception Request.

Approval of Minutes: The May 19, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes were
approved.

Annual Review of DEI Policies: Christy reviewed trainings required by
the policies. The policies were approved with no changes.

Out-of-State-Telework Request: The request was approved subject to
successful completion of the trial period.

Management Update: Wendi reported on the court reporter contract; Keith
Fester accepted the CIO position; and we are still working to update the phone
system. Christy reported we have a coalition bargaining meeting tomorrow.
Anita reported we are looking at staffing numbers in Review; and Lisa Dublin
has accepted the IAJ4 position, with the start date to be determined.

Hiring Exception Request: It was approved to fill behind Keith Fester.

Public Comment: Brenda asked whether OFM sends policy updates each year,
since we are following their templates; is the out-of-state request employee
changing their primary residence; and how many people completed the follow-
up survey?

Adjournment: There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was
adjourned at 9:32 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/

Jay Raish,
Confidential Secretary



